
The Lake Berryessa News
Without THE LAKE BERRYESSA NEWS there would be no Lake Berryessa news!

June 2023
The Lake Berryessa Renaissance Process - An Update (Downdate, Sidedate, Nodate?)

Steele Canyon - Spanish Flat
Buoys Are Gone!

Hundreds of Lake Berryesa boaters will be
happy toknow that thebuoy line at themouth
of the cove leading to the Steele Canyon,
CaplellCove, andSpanishFlat launch ramps
has been removed.

The 5MPHbuoys have been returned to their
original locations near the launch ramps
themselves, thererby shortening the time
from launching to laking significantly.

But please drive your boat slowly and safely
to the main body of the lake before you
increase to cruising speed.

Safety first!

In 2011 I wrote an article titled
"They're Off Likea A Herd of
Turtles" about the slow progress of
the PensusGroup in redeveloping the
resorts for which they had won the
concession contracts, especially
Steele Park Resort (which they
unfortunately renamed "Lupine
Shores").
The slow progress of Pensus was
basically due to the bureaucratic
restrictions imposed onPensus by the
Bureau of Reclamation. Those who
remember those dark days will recall
the BOR's "seamless transition"
promise. ".
Fast forward to 2023.
They’re Off Like a Herd of Turtles!

(Part 2 - 2023)
The present situation brings tomind a
quote sometimes attributed to Mark
Twain (but unconfirmed). "History
may not repeat itself, but it sure does
rhyme."
As many of you know, I'm
disappointed with the speed of the
Lake Berryessa "renaissance"
process, especially since the Bureau
of Reclamation had done much
planning after the abortive 2015 bid
process which resulted in no bids
acceptable to the BOR. The BOR
invested in several studies and
planning efforts to shorten the time
needed for environmental studies by
any new concessioner.
But Sun Outdoors had the option to
simply shut down Steele Canyon and
Spanish Flat during the planning and
rebuilding process if they wished.
Some lobbying by the Lake
Berryessa News and Napa County

convinced them to remain open.
Subsequently Sun made a
considerable profit last year at Steele
Canyon and Spanish Flat because of
camping and boat launching fees.
Sun raised those rateswhen they took
over - a relatively unpopular move
since they did no upgrades of any
kind to the facilities.
So,what has actually been happening
since the agreement between Napa
County andSunOutdoorswas signed
on October 19, 2021? We are getting
close to the deadlines in the original
agreement.

*********
1.3 Period of Negotiations. The
Parties agree to negotiate one ormore
DDAs (Disposition and
Development Agreements) for the
Properties for a twenty-four (24)
month period ending on October 18,
2023 (“Negotiation Period”),
commencing on the Effective Date
(October 19, 2021).
1.3.2 The “Approval Period” shall be
twenty (20) months starting on
February 19, 2022 and ending on
October 18, 2023 to complete the
environmental analysis documents in
accordance with the California
Environmental Quality Act
(“CEQA”) and the National
Environmental PolicyAct (“NEPA”)
and secure all necessary permits,
licenses, governmental approvals,
including rezoning, if necessary,
approval to extend utilities to the
boundary of the Property, and all
other governmental approvals,
permits and licenses required for
Concessionaire to commence and
complete the development of the
Property (the “Governmental

Approval”).
2.5 Community Outreach meetings.
Concessionaire will conduct a series
of public outreach meetings
(minimum of 2) within the general
Lake Berryessa community prior to
finalizing the site plans and executing
the DDAs. The purpose of the
meetings is to present
Concessionaire’s proposals and
receive public input.

**********
Apparently, Sun Outdoors is dealing
with multiple construction design
details and typical project planning
and environmental program delays.
Also, the water/wastewater system
expansion and upgrade is taking
longer and costing more than Sun
originally thought.
The majority of the Lake Berryessa
community is hoping for Sun's
ultimate success in their endeavor. In
response to the Lake Berryessa News
queries, Napa County has released
the following formal statement:
"Moving forward, Napa County's
plan is to award the ground lease and
operating agreement in 2024,
followed by groundbreaking that
same year.
Napa County will continue to
organize community outreach
meetingswith the developer, andwill
inform the public of the confirmed
dates and details. The
groundbreaking is tentatively
expected to commence late 2024/
early 2025.
In addition, it is confirmed that the
upgrade to the NBRID will be
followed by work on Steele Canyon
before proceeding to Spanish Flat."



Onion Headlines

Precocious Goldman Sachs Hire
Destroys 1,000 People’s Livelihoods

On First Day

Conspiracy Theorist Convinced
Entire Universe Connected With

God’s Abundant Love

Senators Defend Having Dementia In
Office

Biden Meets With Turkeys Who’ve
Lost Loved Ones To Thanksgiving

LeBron James Credits Quick Injury
Recovery To Crazed German Doctor
Harnessing Power Of Lightning Atop

Mountain Peak

6-Year-Old Didn’t Cause Parents’
Divorce But Didn’t Exactly Step Up

To Prevent It Either

Supreme Court wishes a happy
Mother’s Day to the thousands of

forced new moms

Companies give migrant children
workers extra 5 minute break to call

mom today

After Zelensky visits Pope, Vatican
pledges $10 billion in prayers to
defend against Russian missiles

George Santos: “You’ve got the
wrong George Santos”

Smith & Wesson Unveils AI-Powered
Security Turret System, Will Donate
To Select Faith Based Schools.

Writers’ strike. Everything bad.

92-year old William Shatner credits
long life to functioning vital organs

Local Boss Surprised Newly Fired
Employee Refuses Handshake

Fox News Hires Black Jewish Drag
Queen to Replace Tucker Carlson
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Join us Sunday mornings
Valley Christian Church
1193 Capell Valley Rd.

Services every Sunday at 10 AM
Biblical teaching - Weekly bible fellowship

For information please Contact: Pastor Steve White, 707-628-7542
pastorsteve@vcclb.net

Jesus askedhis followers “whodoyou say I’m?”Two thousandyears
later people are still asking that question. Come and find out why.
Enjoy uplifting music in a causal atmosphere! We believe in
developing authentic relationships, raising strong families, and

staying connected to the community. All are welcome!
Hope to see you Sunday morning!

2 Martha "Marty" Blocker, July 29, 1937 - May 5, 2023
Bornaspremature infants inLosAngeles,weighingonly twopounds each,
Martha and her twin sister, Marie, were dubbed The Miracle Babies. The
LA Times followed their remarkable story of survival and published their
birthday pictures annually for the first 13 years of their lives.

As a young adult, she returned to the Bay Area where she worked at
Raychem as a Secretary. She and her husband, Jim, spent weekends at
PleasureCove in theirmobile home,where friends and familywere always
welcomed. Upon retirement, they moved to Lake Berryessa full time.

Martha resided in Cappell Valley Estates for the past 22 years and drove
to Napa every week for over 10 years to volunteer at “TheQueen” (Queen
of Angels Hospital).

Shehadnochildren, but alwayshaddogs. Jack,Christmas,Willie andmost
recently, Toby (who she called Dennis the Menace) brought so much joy
to her life. Her family was always very important to her and since she
had few relatives in close proximity, she built a “family” in Berryessa,
where her homewas always open for gatherings and holiday celebrations.

Those who knew her
understood that beneath her
tough exterior and fiesty
personality was a heart of gold
and a tender spirit. Raised in
the Catholic church, her deep
faith inGod,her loveof family,
andher trust in guardian angels
was enough to sustain her.

Please join us on June 17, 2023
at 1:00 pm for a final send
off. The celebration will be
at 152 Andrew Rd, American
Canyon. Please bring stories
and special memories to share.
Lunch will be served.

Editor's Note: My chief adviser chided me for bringing up the Big Island Lagoon
issue again, but my philosophy in dealing the the disaster the Bureau of Reclamation

caused at Lake Berryessa is "Never Forget".
Why is Big Island Lagoon Closed to the Boating Public, But Not Willi’s Cove?
In a highly unpopular move with no real public support the Bureau of Reclamation
arbitrarily closed Big Island Lagoon, a traditional family boating rest area, to motorized
recreation more than ten years ago. The final 2006 Record of Decision (ROD) simply
stated that “certain areas of the lake are reserved for non-motorized water craft and
trolling engines.” The areas so designated were not actually described in the ROD, but
were simply drawn on amap of the lake - Big Island Lagoon and the area near Steele Park
knownasWilli’sCove.Nootherpublicnotificationnor request for public inputwasmade
prior to the release of the 2006 ROD.
2006Record of Decision: Future RecreationUse andOperations of Lake Berryessa

6. Land andWaterUseClassification. TheWROS is not adopted as part of theVSPROD.
Existing requirements developed in conjunction with Action 17, “Water Surface Zoning
and Restrictions,” of the 1993 RAMP ROD are carried forward on an interim basis
pending future adoption by Reclamation of the WROS or other land and water use
classification system in consultation with the forum established in paragraph 1c. In the
interim, certain areas will be reserved for use by non-motorized water craft and electric
trolling motors only. These areas are identified in Appendix B, map number 413-202-8.

The creation of these “exclusive use” nonmotorized zones was basically a stealth move
by Reclamation to buy off various environmental exclusionist groups and to get them to
support the plan to eliminate the existing resorts. The BOR, with no supporting data or
public meetings, closed the Big Island Lagoon to family boaters who wished to spend
some quiet time in this popular protected area off the main body of the lake.

The Big Island Lagoon has been open only to non-motorized craft since 2006. The BOR
''s ownpolicy states thatwhenmaking serious changes to recreation amenities theywould
accept public comment to assist in decision-making, monitor the effectiveness of the
changes, and modify the policy as appropriate. What is odd about this situation is that
Reclamation never implemented this “non-motorized zone” designation atWilli’s Cove.

The justification for this action was silly then and has been proven by observation over the following years to be completely false. This restriction should be eliminated
because years of data show that almost no one now uses that "exclusive use" space except a few random kayakers per year, most of them rentals from the nearby rental
business at Spanish Flat. TheBig IslandLagoon should be open to all of the boating public
as a 5 MPH or “No Wake” zone as it was previously designated.

A Lake Berryessa Midsummer Night’s Dream
(With Apologies to William Shakespeare)

I had a memory the other day of tubing and jet skiing on Lake Berryessa with friends and
family. For a break we’d drift in to the Big Island Lagoon at 5 mph to float quietly with
the other folks onpatio boats, houseboats, or even some in kayaks. Itwas a quiet, safe place
to float or even to put your deck chair on a sand bar and kick back in six inches of water
while kids splashed around you. Later it was time for prime rib or pizza at the Steele Park
Boathouse Restaurant savoring one of the most beautiful views on the lake.

But then I had a nightmare that aDark Force swept downonLakeBerryessa and destroyed
our homes and resorts, tearing up launch ramps, demolishing restaurants, eliminating
access to the lake for years – even denying entry to the Big Island Lagoon to everyone
except some phantom kayakers who never showed up.

But then, this being mid-summer, I had a comforting Midsummer Night’s Dream. I saw
myself sitting at a beautiful floatingmarina restaurant and bar, sipping amargarita, withmy trusty low-emissions, quiet, environmentally friendly jet ski at my side. Happy
families were once again drifting slowly into the Big Island Lagoon for a rest stop. New resorts were providing launching and pleasant new facilities to visitors from all
over the Bay Area. Just before I woke up, I was once again looking out at that fantastic Steele Canyon Recreation Area view, but now it was from a brand new restaurant.

The Lake Berryessa News
www.LakeBerryessaNews.com

1515 Headlands Drive
Napa, CA 94558

PKilkus@gmail.com

Solano Irrigation District
2023 Irrigation Season

By Matt Hobbs, Water & Power Operations Mgr.
Every year Solano Irrigation District delivers
irrigation water to over 36,700 acres of
agriculture within Solano County. Between the
months of March and October, SID distributes,
on average, 116,000 acre-feet of water to our
customer’s orchards, farms, and vineyards.

The volume delivered hinges on multiple
factors, such as weather, precipitation, crops
planted, and length of the season. Depending on
customer demand in a given season, the District
maynot deliver the entiretyof its allocatedwater
and that unused amount becomes “carryover”
for use in the next year’s water season, thus
increasing the total supply for the next year.

The District’s main agricultural water supply,
121,000 acre-feet, comes from surface water
stored behind the Monticello Dam at Lake
Berryessa. A smaller portion, up to 10,000 acre-
feet, comes from groundwater sources spread
throughout the District. Not including
carryover, 131,000 acre-feet spread across the
36,700 acres of irrigated land, equates to
roughly 3.5 acre-feet/acre of allocation to our
customers.

As it happens, not all crops use the same amount
of water. Some growers may use less than their
full allocation and there are others who would
like to use more than their allocation if made
available. For this reason, Staff starts with an
initial allocation recommendation to the Board
at the beginning of a water season, usually
between 3 to 4 acre-feet/acre.

The 2023 season has already distinguished itself
from last year. Not only are we starting off with
a more typical 3.5 acre-feet per acre, but there
has also been significant rainfall to-date. The
abundance of precipitation has led to a later start
to the growing season.



June Horoscopes
Aries (3/21-4/19): Remember, it's unfair to expect
your friends and family to provide you with alibis.

Taurus (4/20 – 5/20): The partner of your dreams
will realize you are unworthy of attention, today.

Stock up on junk food and alcohol.

Gemini (5/21 – 6/21): This month provides you
with the greatest chance of making it. So pray to
the planets that they stay in alignment or this

horoscopes will not be fulfilled.

Cancer (6/22-7/22): If you think you've got
problems today, just wait until tomorrow!

Leo (7/23-8/22): Try to absorb plants into your skin
in order to make yourself into some kind of Marvel

Super Hero.

Virgo (8/23-9/22): Three is the magic number
because some people have a magic superfluous
nipple which can change the color of the sky.

Libra (9/23-10/22): Feel welcome to share your
inner most secrets with your entire family and
network of friends. They will adore you for your
spectacular honesty and may only exclude you

from everything they say or do for the next decade.

Scorpio (10/23-11/21): All of that which you
experience today will be catalogued under "things

not to do in public again".

Sagittarius (11/22-12/21): Potato salesmen may call
today and leave you a spud on your doorstep.

Capricorn (12/22-1/19): Minor changes to your
driving style allows you to feel like you're a better
driver, but actually are making your behavior quite

erratic.

Aquarius (1/20-2/18): The differences between you
and your peers sets you apart. And by apart, I mean
they're thinking of relocating you so that you're

as far apart as physically possible.

Pisces (2/19-3/20): It is said that you are curious
about everything and highly adaptable. Actually, it

is a lack of profundity and consistency that
characterizes you.

3The Bureau of Reclamation Announces
New Summer Hours at Lake Berryessa

Dufer Point Visitor Center

ParkRangerswill continue to staff theDufer PointVisitor Center from
noon to 3 p.m. on weekends and holidays.

Oak Shores Day Use

Starting May 26, the north end of Oak Shores will reopen for day use
from 7:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays only.
South Oak Shore will be open daily from 7:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Smittle Creek and Eticuera Day Use

Smittle Creek and Eticuera are available for wildlife watching,
picnicking, and hand launching watercraft throughout the year. The
Smittle Creek Trail remains closed due to damage sustained during the
LNULightning Complex Fire. Park Rangers will close the parking lot
gates by 8 p.m. throughout the summer.

Capell Cove Boat Launch

The Capell Cove Boat Launch is open from 4 a.m. to 10 p.m.
throughout the year.

Oak Shores, Smittle Creek, Eticuera, and Capell are propane only day
use areas. No charcoal barbeques are permitted lake-wide per Napa
County ordinances.

Annual passes are available at the Dufer Point Visitor Center by
appointment during the week or on weekends between 12-3 p.m.

Concession Areas

Markley Cove Resort, Pleasure Cove Marina, Steele Canyon
Recreation Area, Putah Canyon, and Spanish Flat offer a variety of
recreation services, including boat launching, and are alternatives to
Oak Shores and Capell Cove. For information regarding services
offered at concession-operated facilities, launch fees, or to make
reservations, please call the concession operators or visit their
websites:

Markley Cove, 707-966-2134, www.markleycoveresort.com

Pleasure Cove Marina, 707-966-9600, www.goberryessa.com

Steele Canyon Recreation Area, 888-671-0580,
www.sunoutdoors.com/california/steele-canyon

Spanish Flat Recreation Area, 888-901-2804,
www.sunoutdoors.com/california/spanish-flat

Putah Canyon Recreation Area,
707-966-9051, www.royalelkparkmanagement.com

For information on activities, fees, directions, pet restrictions, or other
questions, call the visitor center at 707-966-2111, ext. 113, the Lake
Berryessa Administration Office at 707-966-2111 or visit the Lake
Berryessa website at www.usbr.gov/mp/ccao/berryessa/index.html.

Agricultural Commissioner releases 2022 Napa County Agricultural Crop Report
Napa County saw an increase in the gross value of all agricultural production in the county
totaling $894,295,500 in 2022 – a 19.9 percent increase from the previous year.

The total value of the 2022 winegrape crop was $890,911,400, up 20.1 percent or
$149,179,400 fromthepreviousyear.Totalwinegrapeproduction increasedbyapproximately
10,613 tons or 8.8 percent from 2021. The total winegrape tonnage for the 2022 crop (131,144
tons from 46,128 bearing acres) was 13.5 percent lower than the previous 10-year average of
151,574 tons, however the totalwinegrape valuewas 22.5 percent higher than the previous 10-
year average. The average price paid per ton for all winegrapes was $6,794, a 10.4 percent
increase from 2021.

In 2022, the top three varieties in total value were Cabernet Sauvignon, Chardonnay and
Merlot. Approximately 72,423 tons ofCabernet Sauvignon (24,217 acres)were harvested and
sold at an average price of $8,819 per ton. Chardonnay (5,897 acres) exceededMerlot (3,983
acres) by 1,914 bearing acres, but sold at $972 less per ton on average.Merlot production was
8,552 tons, valued at an average of $4,527 per ton. Chardonnay production of 16,094 tonswas
valued on average at $3,555 per ton. These three varieties together accounted for
approximately 74 percent of all production and more than 82 percent of the total winegrape
value.

Olive production increased by 59 tons in 2022. Despite continuing pressure from olive fruit
flies and some adverse weather conditions, many growers reported substantially higher
harvested acres and total tonnage than the previous year. Total livestock and poultry values
decreased $947,000 from those reported in 2022, while field crops increased $81,600.
Vegetable crop values were higher in 2022 despite a slight decrease in harvest acreage. Floral
and nursery production area and value were lower this year, primarily due to the closure of
some industry establishments.

County staff completed 65,559 pest detection traps servicings in 2022, looking for pests that
could harm the county’s agriculture and natural ecosystems. The team continued to survey for
all life stages of the glassy-winged sharpshooter (GWSS) this year. More than 2,600 plant
shipments were inspected for GWSS and released in 2022.

Napa Valley Register reducing print days
It is now confirmed that the Napa Valley Register will be dropping its print editions from
seven days a week to three in July. There are also rumors that it may drop further to two
editions. It’s not yet clear if they will publish a digital newsletter on the “off” days or will
only have three issues per week even online.

Build Your Dream Lake House

Lake Berryessa Lots

https://lakeberryessaland.com/

**********

Build Your Dream Country Home

Circle Oaks Lots
https://circleoakslots.com/



4 Lake Berryessa Technical Manual
The Science, Engineering, History, and Humor

of a Major Unnatural Resource
Almost everything you ever wanted to know about Lake
Berryessa will now be available at your fingertips.

The Kindle version:
https://www.amazon.com/Lake-Berryessa-Technical-

Manual-Engineering-ebook/dp/B0C21DZ9M9/
ref=sr_1_3?

Paperback version:
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0C2RTBSJB?

ref_=pe_3052080_397514860

This technicalmanual is designed to answer questions people
might have about the design and operation of the lake and its
facilities. I constantly answer questions from readers about
the lake. During the last twenty-five years that I’ve been at
Lake Berryessa, I’ve hadmany questionsmyself. Hopefully,
you will enjoy learning about the science and engineering
details of Lake Berryessa in this manual, as well as some
history and humor.

Lake Berryessa Statistics: June 1, 2023

The lake level started falling on May 11 and is down now
to 430.2', 9.8' below Glory Hole. A record 2022-2023
rainfall season of 41.86 inches is the second highest since
1998 (46.3"). The dam output has risen from the minimum
45 cfs required by law and contract to an average of 400 cfs
driven by Solano County agricultural requirements as the
weather warms and the growing season begins.

Evaporation has reached .25 inches per day. The Gamble
Gauge has dropped to 88.4% capacity. On historical
average the lake only drops about 10 - 15 feet per summer.
We should have plenty of water to enjoy for years - even if
another drought begins.

Water temperature hovers around 70 degrees at the surface
to 10 feet down. The water temperature rose to around 53
degrees from 40 feet to the bottom.

Some fun facts about water use:

1 human family (up to 5 people) uses 1 A-F/yr
1 dairy cow or horse uses .038 A-F/yr
Therefore, 1 human family = 26 cows or 26 horses
300 chickens or 3 pigs use .017 A-F/yr
Therefore, 1 human family = 17,648 chickens or 176 pigs

1 CFS equals 1.98 AF per day
1 A-F of water = 1 foot of water on 1 acre
1 A-F of water = 325,851 Gallons
1 A-F of water = 43,560 Cubic Feet
1 CFS = 448.8 GPM

Lake Berryessa surface level is about 20,700 acres when
full but decreases as it empties. The newcapacity of the lake
was changed from 1,600,00 A-F to 1,555,300 A-F in 2013
after a detailed bathymetric study of the actual lake
contours.

The requiredminimumoutput of 45CFS equates to 89.1A-
F per day. At the minimum output it would take about 230
days for the lake to drop 1 ft. when full - excluding
evaporation.

The maximum output reaches about 700 cfs during the
growing season or 1,388 A-F/day. At the maximum output
it would take 15 days for the lake to drop 1 ft. when full -
excluding evaporation.

Solano Irrigation District's (SID) 75th Anniversary

SID was formed in February, 1948 to provide irrigation
water toproperties in Solano County. In the 1970s it began
serving non-potable and potablewater to customers. Today
SID has about 750 agricultural customer connectioins,
about 9,404 potable water customer connections, and
severakl hundred non-potable water connectiions.
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